Entomology - Life History Assignment

Evaluation Criteria


Evaluation of the papers is work, requiring me to weigh many things simultaneously.  Some of the things that I pay particular attention to are listed below, in order of decreasing importance in making my evaluation of the paper.  It may come as a surprise to you that I rank ‘Subject Material’ so low.  But this ranking is based on my experience, and those aspects of the paper that most interfere with comprehension are listed earlier.

Organization: This is of paramount importance to me, because if everything else is done properly, but the paper lacks coherence and order, I (the reader) quickly become frustrated and even bored.  In that instance, you (the writer) will be thwarted in your attempt to communicate effectively.  I look most closely at paragraph structure and logical flow of presentation.

Grammar: Poor sentence construction, failure to determine the antecedent for pronouns, and ambiguous language can usually be eliminated by having someone else read and edit your second-to-last draft of the paper.

Citation Format:  You should follow the APA style format and other guidelines given to you in class.  Mostly I just want to be able to locate the resource myself – that’s why you have to follow all sorts of nit-picky rules in your literature citations.  The most common problem here is failure to provide a proper citation in the body of the paper.

Tone:  I prize papers that are professional and scientific.  The paper should avoid being too familiar or “chatty,”  as these qualities are distracting.

Subject Material/Content:  Usually you the writers have done your homework, and I feel confident about the subject matter, as to its sufficiency and accuracy.  It is quickly evident when someone hasn’t done this.

Use of Literature:  Get enough sources to support your theses.  In case you can’t find enough good sources, come see me early so we can talk.

Spelling:  Mostly I don’t want little things like this to get in the way of a good read.  Sloppiness here is annoying but usually is not fatally damaging in my evaluation.

After evaluating each area above, I assign points based on the scale below.  

	Evaluation Area
	Max. pts
	++
	+
	0
	-
	- -

	Organization
	5
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Grammar
	5
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Citation Format
	4
	4
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Tone
	3
	3
	3
	2
	1.5
	1

	Content
	3
	3.5
	3
	2
	1.5
	1

	Use of Literature
	3
	3
	3
	2
	1.5
	1

	Spelling
	2
	2
	1.5
	1
	0.5
	0

	Total
	25
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